Aug 19, 1968
Darling Mumi= It was se exelting to have you eall on Saturday! == or was it yes-
terday? it's so easy to get mixed up on timENe up here on our dear River,I'm only
sorry that we weren't all gathered in the Gloom: as I think I told you, Areh and
Linda bad gone off te pay eceremonial ealls on Aunt Pelly, ete,, Fhil had just 1&ft
to photograph birds at the head of Whiskey;fand I nearl$ went with him, whieh would
have meant that ne one might have been here to answer,as the remainder of the houses
hold, Paul, our twe kitehen gals and Jenny, had gone off to Clayton for an afternoen
of festivities, Jen sailed our skiff down to the big town, having entered it in a
elass ealled "Antique Boats == Sail Division", The only other eentender was the HA-
xalls' salling skiff, manned by Bodie and Barton, Poor Jen managed to tip over
right in front of the reviewing stand but wound up winning first prize! A man ecame
here yesterday and handed her a little silver eup and today a lady from the }loeal
newspaper oalled up to get the proper spelling of Jen's name, builder of beat, age,
ete, This last part, whieh 1s trieky, I had obtained from Unele Jimmy, who thought
it was the work of George Marshall, a boatman for Aunt Martha & Hnele Hewitt at
Cement and builder of boats during the winter months, == anyway it's been dated at
between 1905 & 1910, Jen elaims she got the prize because she tipped over and the
judges Selt sorry for her,
Fhil emme up on EX¥IX Thursday of last week and A¥eh and Linda got book ed a Friday
evening plane whieh was meant to leave LaGuardia at 8:;30 but never managed to take
of f until 1445 am] Phil went to meet them at Watertown airpert and spent the hours
of waiting asleep in the back of my Volkswagen bus, They got in here around 3 or
4L a,m, I'd goge to bed but was quite determined to stay awake leong enough to see
them, Phil found me lying ecomfortably sound asleep, with the light blazing, a book
on my tummy and my glasses daggling somewhere under my ehin, He dddn't try to wake
me, When IM told you over the phone that I'd had a "feeling" about Areh the first
time we met him at a party in NYC way baek in April, it was Just that: a "feeling"
with nothing to suppert it, no speeial bBhavior on the part of either of the young
people, He and Lindy spent a weekend with us in Croton in mid-June and everyone was
so busy talking polities that ne further "feeling" sven popped into my head, Of
eourse the whole subjeet gained in interest when I ealled Linda on her Birthday
down in Miami and she sald that, wheatever the outeome, the whole staff would get
a week off right after the Convention and she add Areh were planning teo fly to the
Virgin Islands and pay a short visit teo his parents, A few days later she called
from Miami Adirport just before thking off for the Virgin Isles and told me she add
Areh planned to get married, Jenny, who had been the first to get the news and had
left Miami Thursday night to stay with the John Whites (Sugar Bush-Higkory == re=-
member?) ealled shortly after this, all bubbling over and announeed with pride that
she would be the only bridesmaild and Cynnie Ryan Lambroes the Matron of Honour,
The date is Saturday, Oet 26th; the ehurech is in Briareliff (ean't remember the
name right now) and the reseption will be at our house,_with a tent in sase of bad
weather, We wrote the newspaper release yesterday and Lt:dn was to mail it out to-
day "for immediate release", I hope the Paris Times-Tribune, or whatever they ecall
it, will run it, In any ease I'1ll save¥ you a elipping.
What can I tell you about Areh? We like him and think he's just the man for our
girl, and that's saying a good deal, He's intelligent and gentle and has a lovely
way of making you feel intelligent even when you're floundering around in a topie™
that is way beyond one's ken, He's 6 foot 4, weighs 145, has a fine sense of humo
and an alert and astive mind that, so far as I ean see, is free of elichds and ha
ups, I laughed Whédn Linda told me you'd asked about his hair, It's eurly and blae
and rather on the thinm side =~ not his best feature, His age is 34, He was married
onec before and, after a lot of anguish, got a divoree about a year ago, There are
2 ehildren somewhere around, but I haven't heard him mentien them, nor his first
wife; I asked him about her yesterday and she sounds odd; about 3 months after they
were married she developed a relationship with a gentleman from Indonesia and this
stlll goes on, rather like a Somerset Maugham steory where spells are east,
Lindy has a few days of eleaning up at the Roekefeller office and then she'll take
a weok off, up here maybe, After Labor Day she plans te return te the Museum to
tie up some loose ends, Beyond that I don't know, Did I tell you in my last letter
that the Guvy had taken notice of her and might offer her a jeb in his regular off-
ioe? This we got from Alltie, Areh touehed briefly on her remarkable administrative
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ability ("we need the Lindas ufﬁﬁis warld"), her way with peeple and also a part of
her own self whieh she has been down-grading: the scholarly part with a passion for
research, We didn't have muech time #or talk but I gathered he rather liked the idea
of her going bgck tothe Met, It's less high-powered than a job in Roeky's offiece Z
might be and Lindy ebuld more easily combine that with the ehildren they want to ha
right away, Mind you all this is guess-work based on a very short eonversation ous
on the Western roeks,

Te Lee would be enehanted at the bustle there's bLeen of late around various boate
houses, One afterneon the 2 Haxall boys eame over with 2, 3 or 4 Moore boys and aske
ed for help in getting thelr "Grandma Morgan boat"down off the eelling of the Club
boatwhouse, I ean't rémember who was here exaetly, but think that in addition to my
self there were the two White boys§ and Dlivia Smith and a friend, VWe dashed over
there and heaved at ropes and things and down the old boat came and was slid right
into the River, The Word LEE appeared under cne of the seats, so At must have been
TeEos's fishing skiff' later adapted for sailing, I sald, more as a joke than snk-
thing else "Sinee we're all here and so strong, let's go back to Whiskey and get aur
Grandima Morgan beat dewn", Before I knew it we were all swarming around the boatw
house and within a remarkably short time, that old eraft was afloat alongside the
dook, It's in wonderful shaps and I even showed off the next day by rowing it over f
Wateh to show the Whites, Paul had been gloomy at first about the prospeets, whieh
was my fault as I should have censulted him first and had him direet the operation
but now he's interssted and also surprised at how the boat haS takeh to the water af
ter all these years and says he wants to work on re-varnishing her this winter§,
We'll give the dinghy te Mr. Chalk in Clayton to re~finish and Rbb White is fixing
the eance in payment for tho week they spent here, so we may finally wind up Rith
boats that really work! There has been a rovival of interest in just plain sailing
among the young people and they dodt want to see the speeial knowledge of handling
the 5%, Lawrenee skiff die down, Jenny is getting quiite good at 1%, after getiing
lessons from David B, Both John Whites know how to perfeetion and of gourse there is
Unele Jimmy and Michael, I think we all got a shook when we visited the Clayton Mus-
eum last year and saw the 5¢, Lawrenes Skiff on display as if it were an artifaet of
no more youth than the Indlan arrow heads and bird=stones, John Moore found an old
skiff somewhere; it is beyond repair, but he's going to tdke 1t apart and use it as
a patteen or template for building a new on@, He and his wife bought the Red Barn
land, as I think I ¢old you, and will start pubtting up a house very soon,

While the younger generatlion went abeut all this renovation down by the water's ndxﬁ
I got BEathy and Joley and myself busy trying to extend the 1ife of our old puffs,
That aneient blue flowered material had beeome nearly trgnsparent and the seotton
stuff was oozing from inside, The first day of the Republican Convention I spent in
front of the televislon struggling and sweating freely with the task of reecovering

a puff by hand and sewling maehine, Aliee saw me and the next day Paul arrived with
A's grandmother's quilting frame, Alice herselfl showed us how te set it up and all
the business of taeking and knot-tiying, ete, This eontraption has been in the boate
house for several weeks now, I ean't remember how many puffs we own but we're work=
ing on the last of the buneh right now, I'm sure Faul will be relieved when the
frame is finally "otit of the road" and he can move freely about his boat-house,

John Carter ehanged hls plans so often I finally had to beg off until next year, He
was eoming with a friend (male) in the friend's car; tlen this developed mechanieal
trouble whieh had to be Tixed, Shirley offered his own ear but the Tfriend didn't w
the responsibility == I take it John still has no driver's lieense, There have been
about 5 ealls botween here & Yarmouth, John's last suggestion was to arrive today,
Phil FPochoda and wif'e eome tomerrow; also Linda may arrive towards the end of the
week and Phil B, willl take his vasation starting soon, I feel bad about turning John
down but I kndw from bitter experience what happens to my temper when there are tao
many people arcund for too long,

We adorsd reading David C,'s opinion of DB's novel, Auntle Nanny analyzed it at leng
th (she's the only one of us who liked the ending), Uncle JEmmy's sopment was sues=
inet;"when you use a phrase suech as 'Y kfeked him in the arse', you should spell the
word right, now ‘'ass' ,as David 4id",

I must get this off, We all loved Ldone's remark abeout Lindy's heart having spoken,
What a beautiful way of putting it! Mueh mueh love to you & Aumtle Do & D&F,



