Fri. Sest 17, 1971

¥y desrest Francelse:- Thank yeo for your twe besutiful postesrds whieh wers
farwarded to me here st tha St. Le.rensd. We rsiurn te Croten 'hiE eoming Wed -
needsy, the 22nd, Everything yeu =ay sbeut wWenting "une grando houre” for 2
1pLter Ls me exseily watehes my own theughts enesrning yeu. As I go Wnreugh
11f 9 I epllect ilaprenaidms, small deseripti-ns, blg deseriptimneg, ete.,sate,,
which dre placed in «y i-ag nery “Francesise fTelder" but whiek, unfertunstely,
mever sr¢ sut Llnte esneraete ferm,- Our lmmedlale fewily 18 nat lurge but the
individus] membsrd Beem to us sxtrsordinarily decending -f eur time, attentlien,
ematien »nd s forth, This 18 Just as 1% aheuld be, new that PE ind I have meved
g Lo the ronk of Chefs de faxille. We would mot went 1L eiher 198 -~ indeed wve
hove na eholee im the motter ~- bul Pomelime® we wish Lhet thers weren't #a
wany praoblems Tlesting srasmd under sur netsa end seressing feor sttentien.

I, btta: the sldest of my family, reeeive telephone n‘=11l frow sunts demand-
ing XMKK “ylesse do Fomething sDeutl yeul rether Shiridsy. This situetien has vesn
painful far gll s-neermed, Snirley wes in o meter aceldent & ‘oW yerrs ige o
‘hae sinee then hed s dese with the sesr tlssus from & hesd weund that hed mede
Bim = enilsptie., The winter Just pest Wa: eZpeclislly bed -- S-wetipes he hed
twe melzures in @ single dsy, H1é wile Beuty, net srerisingly, had ¥h t evary-
en® thaurht WP elther & merveus treskdewn »r = Crise de Fole in ng. Now 1%
tarng put thet ene 1§ on slesholle and he# been fer saversl yeors. Her eldest
dpughser Anne turned te me vis Lhe telaphens atking ndviae ebe t her mather's
profles. She oc-nfided to ma, ssdly "HMems deesn 't wenl to liften te anything I
ey . I pgsure’ the girl there was nothing pereensl eteut this snéd thet e,
Anne, Just spuld net win ue fhe 18 Lhe pldest doughter #nd the eldest of her
faplly == I kEnaw enly tes well frem AR BIA LEXSANENN fTom =y e¥n eXperience
how this ecpn hagpen.

We kol twe sydden feaths in the ‘emlly ateit 3 wesks 2gof ~-- Lw- egusine in
Lhelr 70's Whe wers strigken withim hours o eseh piher, One of them, John
Mgrgsn, Wi my ethar spd sether 's fpverite esusin srd muoh laoved Ly us end by
sur enlifran. Just @ week befpr: ha didd re'd spld hle 10 serap of 5L, Law-
gnee River gPraperty te ny btrother David, whe flaw ovér here with Faullne te

vyie¥ thair new purgkose m=nd hgppenedk te be here when Jehn weoe giruck dewn,

The sther 8susin, Aunt Pelly Mergsn Dedge, wmet beor ené in o hespler way:
swiftly o@d pescefully, on ker St. Lawrende Island whieh she desrly leved, and
mrreunded ty her ehl' dren, grand-ehi‘'dran enf even sreat-grandeht 1dfdn, Theee
gyente trought me g peesion With the lonig=di8tanee Lelenhone (whieh I hele 2@
puch 28 I ds smekes) end then several beast-rides in stermy Westhar te esrry Lne
brd news tg reletives Whe have no shoene.

Yaur dssaription of Ls Bgule end the string of Irtddds snd fawily whe &2me Go
vislt I!‘ulﬂ be spplled exsetiy ts Thii end me on Wh! Ekey Islasd, Svery Spring

We may "We must net have Ee meny vistters"” and by the end of Aigust it bes
been » seew nzly andless procesiien. The regsen W@ Btey up here %o late ints
Beptegber 16 te glve ur 2 breuthing periad, Suring whieh We hepe to Pepeir

pur frayed perves, wspothe gur Lempors (FB's partieulsrly) snd =o forth and

gs on befere we gre een'rented sgsin W th Creten and 1%8 ewn Sel of different
sratlens, Thi® tire we wWill Peve enly € weeks untilxs we leanve feor Ouotemela &

& 1ot te do sbout getting ree-dy for the lgurney whish we will agein do by ear,
We sres trylng te fimd » mini-trpek with & hirh Whodl base; ihs 14eg 18 te geb I
Gown te Guat., in the ususl 3 weeks#s, unlesad our stulf (st the fame rented ho 9o
an last year) endd go off on side tripe frem there. Gusi, 18 4111 very undev- |
elaped srd there werc time® last yeor when we wlshed we didn'ts have to dopand !
on the 1ittle dirty hetels and other umappetifing feellitlaes weteh were Hfiﬁl}r‘*
gt sush rare intervels; we'll Just teke msliresses and tedding nlerg end Sleey
in mar truek, if We ever find thie vehiedd of our drsame. -






Je

With Linde 211 1% well. I den 't fmegine her 1ife 18 96 ooBy 58 one Would hens.
The mon she msrried hss been diverced ond Lhere ere twe Sens, now 12 and 14,
By the Tir t marisge. Inctont parenthoed of & Gourle of tesniged beys BYEL have
bean hard fer l4nds to ge: uved Lo. We find 1t suPprising enough to ba “{netsnt
grond-parente’, I wisk th-t PBoyer felt mere kindly towsrds hi son-in-laW. I®
thif p nerma) ~dtate of affsirs? Fhi) recliy esn 't stand the sight of Areh and
Whan he end [inds end the erildren ceme visiting we'md all edgy and sporatiensive.
Linfa orles on my shoulder snd ireh etay® out of sight a8 mueh a8 poSsible. Bub
then thers &re wesle when we ¢an me lenger sveld gathering tegether, Why 1s 1%
that, in jesend =nd 1! tersturs, the mether-i--law hoe alw:ys teen plleried? What
of the mile -7 the Bpeclen? I guess the Legend and the besks wers BoElly written
by men. I esn't th' ok of eny sther ressen why Belle-Mire is the only ons st
Whieh the seeusing finger polnts. When we get baek te Creten I will ring ues

Jo Cheever and see 1 he cen find me s wise and &y mpathetiec priest of mirister -
wWith whom I esn ftalk. Rebbl Rebinsen is ¢ terrifie guy; I wender if he wpuld
gonSent tn Sparing e fuvw mowents Le & non-Jjew. If youo have sny theughts =n thiw
or hava obrerved s @irllsr hanfup emeng Some of your friends, plesne tell we,
It's s resl weuree of wisery nn‘ FBE hizself im unhappy sbeut it -- but ean dp
nothing te e-nirsl his emetlen®. T remember being s-mevwhot edgy vhen Fhil and

my father Were together: my tLwe faverite men, I & wanted them te zeu alengs

Bt thing® rever gol 5s bad that FPhil wes obliged Lo keep eut of Pa's range of
vislon, PB and my meiber heve sinee the beg nulng querrellsd with grest guste, |
Put this T find rather gretifying Deen:se he 1: ususlly defenfing o-ce aetlon
or nttituée of mine.

On letters to Gustemels, if you heve time te write me (and Revw lmportants grs
lotters Sueh gf yeurs sre to beth of us In what {® =111l %~ us a fepelsgn
gountry:), dan't try to use pur Central Amerie:zn séérese, The malls 1n Lhat
repuktlic sreg drzedful, We lesve money wit: the Crptan sest-offlce 'nd all mr
first-eleas snd sir mell 18 ferwerded, I' ya: Ohec®a to asmmsnt en tha sbave
poragreph, we:ld you plsese put 1t en o sepsrate plece of peper for my syes :
only? Fhll enjeys® yeur lstitere ® mush and [ don't went to deprive him of this
wlfasure, :

I Tfound several sther phetegrephs I th-ught y-u'd enley. Cne 18 of mé ot werk
i my Sugmer studie, sirreunded ty the usuecl mess, IL mue have “¢en & hot day
“han Phil tesk the plet re, I don't usually tie my Kalr us 1n thet unbesewing )
fashien unless I aw perapiring freely. 1'm desoribing the plotures here bedsuse |
L1t's hord te write on the backs. The big red hsuse 15 on Wh skey Islerd, A ymu
feo 1t 18 not very pretby. ¥y gres.-grepifather, Devid Leovitt, built the esntrel
eere 1n 1875 and 'ueesed! ng generatisns nsve added secarding to farlly-alze.
The fat blaek deg st left 15 Jenny's Pereephene, the twa 2L right balong te Devid
‘and the middle onv is §hil's Bubba Smith, _
Léot summer Dovid started bullding Pnil snd me 2 tiny heuse en one of the pointe
that stretehes in the &€irectie of Canada, He finlthed the Jeob with grest trevell
this mamer. 7 weuld suggest Le anyene +ho has 2 sen Bon't Ever Lot Eilr Bulld Yeu
2 House. Tur relatliond wit: him, bsd =& they were, geo. “ven Werse i wWa tried Lo
eoax him 1nte putting up the numier of shelves I needed snd peffers sther Tin-
ishing teuehe® leng sfter he'd grown bered with the jobe AR 8 matter af f%tﬁ I eam
being unfslr %o hBim: without him we would #8311l ba seying teo eseh sther wm1dn't
4% be nlee %ty “eve & Emell hou®s an the psint? " Enewing me snd my :ir_;null_ sense
of shill he put in lets of wWemther stripping ond slectrle bssebear hasters slil
over the plaee. I persunded hém e eowplete the upsisirs studie in-July end heve
‘been verking here sll summer, ewsy frem the trameing fest of visiting children,
surious eyee and the rest, We Btarted sleeping out hers sbout 2 weeks age and find
i1t delig'iful. This m-rning there was s #1ight “int of Wubumn in the alr aend I
‘waa gheteful te wake up Withgut the ususl arthritie gpeins whieh gssall we when
the thermemeter dlp® bélew G0N dagrees Fahrechsit. We trought o few Mts of furm-
1ture frem Creton ond stele pdd things frov the blg house. I'l1l send you o plet- |
uro ef this plsee (No name yet, exeeot Little Housme). 4
Vueh te Yo yeu "nd Jim, : J
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