Sept 5; 1957
Darlings:~ It seems strange that e month ego I hadn't even left Croton yet for my
-~ fecond visit to Vhiskey: so much eecems to have got itself stuffed into the past few
~veeks. Then did I write you from the River? It must hinve beem the morning of the Dodges'
‘charade party, vhen we were all mosning and grosmning about having to o end make fools
—of oursslves. David wns psrticulsrly repulsive snd stubborn and we practicslly had td
-~ chain kim to us sc he'd go. He kept saying over and over that Aunt Polly didn't 1ike
—him and would be glnd if he stayed eway. e discovered later “hgt this may heve been a
- smoke screen for the teal reascn: the femoum Anm Philippt was epending the night at bum
-~ Point, D¥B oozed eway s soon as ¥e'd performed our charade ("Dave Beck"), but then sur=
~prised us by being on hand at the Goose boat-house for cur own rettwn trip home to .
~Whiskey. On the way ‘e =ald tersely that he'd seen the lest of Ann,and 1 do delieve this
“is true. So ends an episede that esused us much thought apd empticon, gel? 014 Vavid
—lost 12 poumds over this and is now guite &lsgusted because it makes his chance at the
- football squed rather shaky: "if you weigh under 130, you ot to be awful good" is the
- way be puts it., So now he's concentrating on gaining back weight and iz goine tomorrew
~‘for = check-up ~t the doetor,s I'm considering ealling Vic (the doc and sekins him to
- 611p D=vid some words of edvice on emokirg and weight - appsrently ell those childrem
—smoied a great deal! 7T can assure you, thoigh, thet the drivokipng episcdes were not ree-
poated with any noticenble effects.

- How doss all this sound now thet it's so far behind you? 1t musl seem like snother world.
~%hat- I'm soryy shout is that Ann end David must heve preven quite exhaus ting. I uwow

- realize it wasn't right for us to leave David with you to ecre with the whole blooming
—summer, but this ven't be undone now, mnd ell we ean do 1s hove to gotdnesza that cur

—son won't be 16 for too mich ‘onger. Who knows$ Perhaps at 18 - or esven 17 - he!ll be
~charming? PFhen Artie Mulsin srrived, the two boys holed up in the cave, makinz noises
~like hilf-grown lions and peiding arouad in pursuit of unnawed amusements. Ops of these
‘turned out to be grappling for = bent propellor they spotted on the 3lanket Shoals. They
spent hours eb Bt and finally brought the thing hone and it's now rzsting on David's bed
~upstaira,

- Pid I tell you T finally hed a confersnce with Aunt Polly®™ I can't have, sinve that let-
-~ ter went off the dey of thei party. I knew it wouldn't do much good, exeevt to satisfy
my curiosity, and this it did end also proved you right, Muwmy: i1 Aunt Polly's eyes, God
1= her co-pilot and has charged her with passing on the Yoixd. %endy tells me she overhear?
~David end Bobby Pfeiffer in couversetion om Gocsethe night of the party. Apparently 1t
~had to do with thoce ramphlets Aunt P. gave me. "Little books about BEllly Yraham?" said
“Pobby, "yes, I xunov ebout those. She glves them to ny mothner too and the twouble is my
wother rezés them!™ T want into one of those bedrooms halfway Letvween tock*ails and suprea
to powder my noce, and could barely move for the litter of empty beer oottles, old whiskey
- bottles, ete, This wes apperently yourg CleeBs room =nd Bhil told mwe later thet he made
—quite a fues sbout serving cocktalls: "Ye must weit for Daddy, Mo, I don't xnow how to
- meke e mertini”. Isa't this s lot of hypoerisy? A charade acted out by the Dodges was
- rethe: revealing of sorething that must have happened all summer long. ©Clee Jr. and
-~ wife (Phyliis?) and two guests were seen rlaying bridge and looking at their watohes:
~ "where are those kids? it 's nearly midnight", etc., ete. Finally Yail snd Alice come in
~and g long story is told, out of which all I cen remember is "Boyer's watch stopped. Boyor'
~outtoard wouldn't start. Boyer ran us on the *hisiey sheal". I *hink thaet, beling the
~only male cousin 0 stay around Tor asny length of time, he became & convenient catoh-all
~ for excuses.

T hed my talk with Aunt Polly the next worning mmd it took 3 hours, Neither Fhil nor David
- eould start the cutboard and the Pan was in Clayton, so I finelly zot hoist by my own ad-
~vice ("why don't you row, for goodness make?”) and embarkcd Gcose-wards in the skiff.

- Heedless to say I didn't get throuch the morning wiihout & few extre psmphlets, slec a book
-called "The Power Of Prayer" end a reprint of & Pesder's Digest article cellsd "The Gase

- For Chaetity™. Aunt P. hes all these thinze in meat piles, and probsbly arranged in ale
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phebetical order, accordinz to subject matters She rather liked the fact that I'm a meme
ber of Alcoholics Anonymous, since this type of thing has God involved in it and circum=
vents psychiatrists, of which aunt P, disapproves - "they make you so introspective",
which happens to be the reverse of the truth but we'll let that one be, She said she
really liked David but he got off to s bed start with her on one of their first evenings
with & quite idfotlc remark. They were diecuseing plays, and somsone happened to mention
"Iy ¥elr Lady™. "Oh that," sage Dave, in a bored drawl, "i{t must hove baem all right, al=-
though I cen't remember the first mct - I was so drumk™. I held hack a guffaw with great
diffievlty. sunt Polly's extreme distrust of anythine pertalning to Demon Bum hae had this
ridieulous effect on the coaversation of most youne veople and T een't understand why she
doosn't see ‘hrough it. David saw "My Feir Lady" with Eathy Cochran; Thil paid their
restaurant bill the following day aed I remsmber our smusement over what they ate: ham=
burgers, vanilla ice cresm and one glass of chianti spiece. Aunt P. went on to talsh
ebovt Aurt Bea snd old Mrs. Dodme, and the wonderful religious and moral heritage they
hed left behind for th: benefit of her children and grand-ehildren, addinz "=nd I wish
all the other childrem up here eculd have had this too". Here I felt my hackles rise in
ingdignation, I thought of my seintly mothe:-in-law, with her own eollection of tracts
and pamvhlets, felt a womentary gigzle, and decided the sun ject was horeless snd hed best
bte droppred. By way of relievelins irritation, I asked Aunt P, why #ackie MacClean called
his father o "shit-head". Aunt P. ot elightly pale at this, but gumned 1n bravely with
"oh, ther're & very close-knit family, very outs roken, you know". And here iz when I got
up and sadd I'd better get bheek to Whisker. Incidentally, before I leave this little
interview: 1t wes Geil and Alice who took the key from the Orchard.

~ The last Saturdey on the Biver we had dinner with the Murrays. Auntie Womny and I set on
either zide of Dr. M. "We gave him = brief run-dowa of the zituation, end hc said that

both Annt Bea and Aunt Pol.y were "life-long adolescents” in a zood many of their Trescticns
to varicus thinge, sveh as ehildren's pranks, restlessness, ete. This ) had suspected afd
it wee reassuring to hear the mmn of secience put it into words., The evening st the Murrzys'
vas grest fun. FPhil end T hed grosned when ve learned the Michsel ¥hites were included end
seversl pecple whispered to us beforehand that somgthinz had to be dome %o prevent Michael
from turrinc the evening into one long paper and pencil reme. Nouedy could think of anyihimy
effective but Dr. Murrey dsalt with the problem very mestly. After dinner he made a little
speech, to the effect that thie was the lasat River party for most of us, and, instead of
towlng to the forcea of sweetness and light, we should all make an effort in seainz to it
that this be "the lousiest evening of the summer : those, like Mimi here, who like converss
ation should plsy pames, and the pames fanclers, like Michesl ¥hite, should make conversnt-
ion", Not a single geme wa: played; there was mervellous convera-tion and evarybody hed a
wonderful time.

The next dey at temnls, the Stickneys arrived with their cstok of the evening before: a
40-ound muske)lunge, 5€ inches in lemgth, This was about the S5ih muskie of the sesson
caught by the Stickney-Herriok-Coe group. I finally g=ve Phil some mmskie equipment: the
wire stuif and biz reel, and Psul helped him wind it and took him nnd Art Malsin out for am
early morning fish. Aprarently whenever another boat came into gight Panl would mutter
"there goes thet Mr. Herriek™. We've decided he must dream of that family and can't wait
tc cateh a bigrer miskia.

~ Tuesday morning, FPhil ond I woke st 2 a.m. snd heard the wind howlinz and the waves splarh=-

- 1ag. %ith & flashlight T peersd st the wind indicator, which s=id 30-35, and hed nasty

- vistons of all of us getting maroomed by a 3-day blow. As soon as it was 1izht we began
getting pecple ocut of bed., By 8:15 we were all in the boat (Eva hed gone on sn sarlier
trip) and were chugging towards Clayton. I'm glad we did it then because just as we reached
Gill1ck's dock, the wind started gzetting stronger, the way it does when the sun has reached
a csrtain altitude. You who esll yourself Mrs. Hitler should heve seen ma hustling people
- %o and from the Lremkfast table and them touring their rooms ofter they'd withdrawmn their

~ bags and picking up leose articles from under beds and in bottom drawers. H&¥ice was on hand,
- as arranged. She told Phil her opinioms of Ann (C.) - unfavorsble - but he stopped her befor

~ she heéd a chance to start on David as he didn't have the strength to listen]
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I meke all this sound ‘rightfully noisy and confused, when all I really went to do is
let you know what fun we had and how muoh it meant Yo us to be in charge of Whiskey

for those 10 days. Bhen we saw Art Malsin the night before last he sald somsthing about
life hsre being a bit more complex than on the River and I found myself pmtesztinz that
Bothing wss more complex then the ins and outs end conflicting intercsts of a typieal
River day. This would be true of any place where e large family is $rving to live to-
gather in pesce. I aploglze “or all the analyzing there seems t» be im this letter.
It*s merely an indication thet T've had the chanee tc view the River from a sllightly
different angle - more as a participant than a vieiting member of the 2Zpd generation.

Thenks for your island to both of you,

And thenks for all the wonderful things we found here when we arrived: the eheels,
blankets, and the Morgsn stock, which I picked up at the post office yesterdsy and am
taking down to the deposit box today. Don't worry about our selling them, Daddy: we're
mich too plesas? =t havin: them “in the baclground", so to speak.

And thanke, Mummy, for devoting scite of your precious lest moments in the U.5. to tele-
phoning Dorothy Hammond: she wes here to grvet us, end Adeline had spent the dey getting
the house all clean end nice, food ordered, etc.

‘Before I forget: Jenny hus ssked mwe to tell you that she iz now an offfcisl "above=

water swimmer™ and swem from the Bhiskey dock to e certain rook which she sald "Granny
told ma about". She even got thrown off the dock =2md zoi hersslf back in good order, so

I thinkc we cen consider the thing ss a Fait dceompll, which is quite some relisf. 3She
also loat two front teet®h in the past week, so all in all she's feeling very grown-up.
She lost her first tiny pearl during a ballegame st Fum Point. It dropped under the
Yhiskey dock =s we vere lsnding and Phil took his clothes off and went nrobing for it,.

By some miracle we were shle to spot it and he brought it up for putting under the

Pillows I pray thet what she grows In the plece of these are not huge shovels that will
need straightening! Speszing cf siovels, David went to the dentist yesterday and some
ex=rays were taken and shown to me. He has some tremendous wisdom teetBh thai are lean--
ing sgeinst the molers =nd will have to be taken out - one, zuyway. They looked like
those menhirs in Brittany. Otherwise the job csn be Finished with inside bands that

won't show. Today he's gone to NYe for clothes. Wa're arranged that whet you so very -
kindly offered him per month, plus what we give bim, he should pay for clothes. We'll
P8y for an occesiondl suit or overcoat, but if he loses a Jjacket or eoset, he has to finenoe
the replacemeni of same. By the end of & months we ought 1o be able to see how he mskes
outs It took Linda that long, maybe longer, to get going on the richt financial rath.

I must stop now and get this off to you. Mueh much love and thanks for the summer.

The disi-towels ere vonderfull ideline, who loves tradition and the old things, admires
them extravantly, especially the cnes with fringes.



