Jan 7, 1956
My dearest Francolse:-

I'm 80 glad you wrote and identified yourself =s the glver of Jenny's won=
derful doll. Phil received a telephone call from a friend of Josie's who
had brought the doll with her to Kew York and mesde arrangements for trans-
ferring the newborm to the Boyer hearth, where it arrived just in time for
Christmas. Phil assared me that it wes Josie who had given this present
snd I, not doubting your niece's generogsity, wae nove thelese convinced
that the Baby came frem "Marraine”., The baby's neme is "%illie". This
was Jemny's idea. She's hed two "Willie"'s in her life, both female. One
was 2 very pleasant (amd rather disorderly) megre girl «ho worked for us
a yesr or so ago,and the other the wife of Phil's Art 4nd Layout masn, &
childless lady vho spoils our own brood ouiragecusly snd treats Jemny as
if eshg were the Empress of all the Indias. The newborm ¥illie has heem
Jenny's constant companion since CHristmac morning. She ceme along to the
family party at my brother's that day and hes not been far from yo .r god=-
daughter's eight since then.

Linda and David were here for three riotous weoks and left two days ago,
trailing comets" tuils of forgetten shoes andXx half written thank-you
notes. WMy parents vere in this country for Christmss, and Linda availed
herself of their presence in New York to set up headquerters at their app-
artment and lend a gay life of dresees, dances, wovice and gawiy young men
in i11-fitting evening suits, She seems terribly young, from the methemat-
ieal peimt-of-view, for this type of thing. My own spasmodie taste for it
didn't develop until the sge of 18 or 19 but I gusss one should not meke
compariso:.s, ©GShe snd my mother had a levely time together, talking and
glggling over their tea-cups amd going impm on lengthy shopping tours. In
between times Lindy would rush home for » day or so and counteract her life
of frivolity with intemsive house-kesping, furious vecumm-clesning and pol=-
ishing and great agtivity in the kitchem with the cook-book opem at the
moat complicated recipes and much clatbtering of pons snd suddem bursts of
smoke from a balky oven. Even David got into the cooking uet his lest day
here and made a ceke which used up two dozen eggs (1 dozem in the eake and
1 dozen on the floor), =ll the suger and butter =ad every pan in the house.
I've spent the last two days restingl

David managed to bring to life a nightmare I've had ever simce ve moved to.
this house and its adjecent pond. He and his Triend Artie Malsin went skat-
ing there one day just before Christmes. They'd beem at it for an hour snd
I, sitting ‘umietly up here with Jenny, suddenly fel: compelled to jump up,
put on ecoat, searf, gloves, boots, efo., and walk down to the pond's edge.
(run, rather, for there seemed to be urgency). The boys were skating FEIEE
aromd pescefully vhen I arrived but within 10 seconds David had zone
through, about 100 yards from shore, There was an old kayak o: the bunk and
I thrust it at Artie and told him to push it out to David, Then I galloped
up and got in the car and drowve full tilt eround b; the road, thro gh some-
body's steble and over flower beds to the opposite edge of the pond., "hat I
was afraid of was that Artie, in trying %o helyp David, would fall 12 $00 ==
I'm as scared of nice as I am of fire end ghosts. But just as I arrived on



the other side David was clim ing ou$ amd I shouted et him to walk back to the
house to keep warm, I meanwhile having got the car stuck in some mud. By the
time I'd extricated myself, blheked the car into & small bireh tree, lurched

forva:d agein and bounced the rest of the wayw!.th the emergency brake on,tkm
the noys were appruaehina the house. %8 got Davié's clothes off so fast we
practieslly toor his &iin toe. He was haking badly by now and gquite blue so
we piled every blasket in the house on top of him. The Pestle I m on to
boil refuse to do anything -- mexely. because I'd neglected to light tha stove -
so I filled him with brandy, made » roaring fire in hiz room, and then sat dbﬂ,
still with coat and boots on, to try and ¢alm my nerves aund to wish fervenily
for s little sang-froid instead or, tae xmtiuuzalf the fooiish motheyr hen.

An hour later David was slreasdy out of bed and helping srtic to build an air-
plene. He bed a 1ittle fever in the afterncon but nothing mors, thank God.

I don't know why, exsutly, I've burdened you with this idiotie iale. It com-
forts me, though, to t6ll you 6f my fear. The accident iteelf te:rrifisd me,

but less even than my own silily benavioer, Hadu't you heard alssys that the
right course. of sction eprimgs to you in ‘he huat of emergency¥ It's disturbing
to realize this isn't entirely true and that a suprosedly intelligent wouen
gsn bs reduced to an absurd figure gullopimg =ll ove' the lendsc:pe screaming
like & peahel.

Let's chanve the subject. I wian snu were here righ; naw, with your more ade-
mate knowlédge of , for I've received & ¢ard from Frau Bermans, covered
entirely with Tentonie hjpglyphe. Every sc oftem « woxd springs %o life and
geveads the thread of ﬁ-:mghtnnd then :I.uh und d8s (or die?) deutseh part com-
pany =nd I dnn't know what she's talking about. I ﬁa‘hﬁﬂl" there's a sl ght dis=

~ sertation on my 'pu:-annnﬂhhit" end some gonjecture as to what kind of child-
ren I mey, givem _ . m__mhaw prcduceds And what does this weenm:
"Yor kurzen erhielt :I.ch Ihre ung {ur die fussisllung Ihrer U, Ihres Man-
pes Bilder™? Having written this dowm, I suddemly reelize Lt might mesn she
received the announcement of the Fhiledelphia show, only she's got Fhil in the
role of co-artist ‘instead of my brother., I may get ithe Gorman-Ameriean farmer
down the road to tm:lah. although I'm & bit apprehen-ive as to what Frau
Bermana remembers of my fersonlighieit. Gel?

Iannr has ‘Just mturnsd from school end hurled herself into my arms with a force
which eaused the ihk bottle to slop on the table vehind me. Her tamrih topie
of conversation these days is whai she terms "ile “E" Jepny”. The "new Jenny”
come into existence the day after Ghﬂam hil asked her for a deserip-
tion all he got was "Hew Jemny's is not like Olﬂ Deddy's. New Jouny'a play all
day &nd 014 Dsddy's go to the office and 7ight with men", Gha'd devieed a gawe
iu vhdch she is the wother wmd Fhil i3 her bsby. Zhis goés on every eveniag.
"Now baby,™ she s-ys, inspecting *hil's handls, "let 's see if you washed' propexy’
And so forth, She sings =ll tho time, putting words of ber cwa to tunes .she's
losrned. Ons se$ of vords is ruther ghoulish. It comes from & ,m-'mr she says .
at night which ends, rather to my dimprp-ral} with "i X should dis before I
wake, T pray Thee, Lord, my soul to teke "» Jor hours she'll sing mand if I
die emd vhen I die &nd if I dGidn't do die and I won't die ond I w1l die", Then
of “ourse come the questions about "woat is die, lummy?" and I find them dif-

[Shevit, o fapdle for the comprehension of one 5o youns.

‘Lhpiel-eeputete cover”, as F.Boyer und I say somstines in ow stuffier Lusiness
13553?1,&0?&31’5&1“ you a photograph of your mther, which turned up myster-

ar sokog dipyd ¢+ -



