Jeptember 14, 1954

Darlirge:- Thank you for your letter, Daddy, which just arrived. !sny thanks to you for
attending so prompmtly to the Groton bill of which we will handle the loose ends, and for
vriting to Forcelainor, Their verbal estimate of the cost of crating and sending the china
was something like 7,000 francs, vhich seems to bring the total price up rather high but

is st1ll a good des=l below vhat we'd have to pay hers for things we like (and need), Ade=
laide Johnson gave us 'he name of a shipper with offices in Paris and NYe. Unfortunately
XX the scrap of paper on which Phil scribbled this bit of information got throm o ut by
mistake. It sould have --en convenlent because the thing was pozsible to arrange from si-
ther end - as Adeleide herself has done. Ifm sorry if my English seems to be going back
on me, I'm snxious to get on to the topic of the Shirleyg, xkiwk ebout vhom I was sitting
dowa to write to you just when Lindy ecame in with the mail, Anyway, Daddy, please let me
Imow what La Ranchersye and Forcelainor say, and wherewer possible plecse get them to come
manieate with me direct, as you have guitc enough to think about and I hadn't meant to

g0 off leaving a bunch of untled knots for you to deal with,

Phil and I drove up to Middlemtown on Sundey, visited for a while and then drove back down
to Bedford with ocur ear full of Cartor belonginge, plus the dog. Beotty followed us,ix

with the Bedford community pardener ma chauffeur, aceompenied by Barbera and Tim, lom Ada
vas due to arrive that night to tale over, with the help of sitter, while Betty returned

to the remeining Carter men (Amne has gone to Pitisburgh to visit friends of Faith's)., I
talked %o lom Ads this morning and the latest news is that John afid Shirley w11l be ready

to eo e home Friday, Shirley was sweet and courtly as uspel, acting as if we wer conversing
at a cocktail party rather than in a bospital rooms He looka peculiar because of two black
eyes and the still-visible four stitches shich were taken on his temple = suppose tlose

will disappear in time. I couldn't tell if ho was in pain or not but lmagine he was, I

hsd got so mony versions of their accident from diffe-ent members of the family that it was
e relief to hear the story at Tfirst-hand. Apparently BEEXF they left Yarmouth aroumd five,
driving convoy as usurl, with the Cadillac ani a chevrolet (?) belonging to the maid Doro-
thy. After stopping for dimmer somevhers around Providsnoe, they evitched eround so that
Betty drowe the Chewvrolet with duns beside her, fullowed by Shirley at the helm of the
Cadilline, John in the front seat and Dorothy afld the two babies in back. Approaching Middle-
town around 11, they passed through a violent thunder-storm. Shirley's version is that
they'd just left the rain behind them when one second he was discussing something with Doro=-
thy and the very next second he wus being picked up and put into an ambulance. There's argu=
ment as to whether he skidded on the wet pavement or fell asleep at the wheel (S. thinks the
latter is true), Anne, in the car nhead, happensd to turn around just in time to see the
Cadfilac go off the road and snap a tels phone pole, Betty did mot herself go off the road
into a diteh, as I had heard. She turned around and came back to where the Cadillac had
descended into a eulvert and found it doooont sitting facing back towards the Cape, with the
horn jammed and the doors stuck so she couldn't get any of them open at first. The babies
and John were érying anmd Dorothy seemed =1l right though dazed. .ith the help of a truck
driver and then sems State Troopers she got the babies anf John transferred to the other esr
and the care of Amne. Shirley cams out of his faint slichtly just as the -mbulance arrived
for him snd Doxothy., Tou've probably heard sll this story from several dif erent people by
now. If so, plesse exouse ms, Vhat bLother Fhil slish#ly is that Shirley told the policeman
he'd taken el ther Benzedrine or Dexedrine or one of those things wi¥ich ieep you awske, nnd
the man has it down on his record locking as if he'd been driving under the influence of
drugs, which is siliy since 1t's a fairly wide-spread practice for people »ho have to drive
by night. By the way I agree with you that making that trip in the darkness is not a pood
imxg idea. ‘hen “hirley told me of hiz suspieions thet he'd dozed off at the whesl I fnmed=-
intely through back some umpteen yeara to whem he had the weird sbility to fall asleep st=nd-
ing up at the railing of his pen. He probubly still can! Getting resdy to leave any place
with a large famidy is exheusting snd in this case they'd vworked extra hard battening down
for fear of ‘Lnt the much-herslded Hurricane Edna would do (putting tar paper a 1 .over the
tennis-court smong other things).



I don't ¥now if Betty has cable you or not by mow, but I'm sure you've heard details from
Auniie Do, vwhom I simply cannot succeed in reaching by phone (hope she hssn't hed to go to
Florida to attend to Aunt Mary just at this momenmt; she was in Middletown for 4 or 5 days
afd must have been of considerable comfort to poor Betty). The latter seemsd in quite a
stete of shock vhem I talked to her on the rhome lsst week and also on Sunday. It must
hove been n Trightful experiemce, snd the fAllow=up was not restful, with all the details
and decisions. One of the detalls was a telegram from Aunt gffering to come to Middle-
town and help! Unocle Tommy was the one who broke the news , the evening following
the sccident, He called here for details vithnout realizing that we didn’t even know any-
thing had happemed. He and Auntie V. very sweetly stcpped to sec the Carters on thelr way
down to Hew York to meet Timmy snd transferred a few suit-cases to the house in Bedford,

Since my conversation this moming whth Mrs. ¥ills I've besm tapping my fingers on variows
vindow-panes end admiring the view, all the while trying to figure out vhether I should or
shouldn't oanll Morgis or somebody éod ssk that a traimed or at least practical nurse be mwro-
vided for vhen Betty brings the two remgining invalids homs. I don't amnoy her by
being a "bossy woman", and yet 1t would seem that more help should be +hen Mom
AMa and the eftter (who is 19, loocka about 12 snd has a baby of her own also residing in the
Carter memsion)s Tim, I guess you've heard, wes discovered to have a fractured leg just
above the ankle and is weering & cast., It's a mystery how that could hawe gone undetected
for 3 deys or more in a child who slready Imows how to walk. i

On the legal sapect of this thing, difficulties will be taken care of by a lawyer from
Hartford recomended by Mr, Alexander, Ii's s shams they dldn't koow of My, Murray Taylow,
vho lives right ncer the scens of the accident and probably kmows all the local constabulary,
Poor Mug has %o do something sbout a reckless driving charge, which seems rather like the 9
158t straw vhen they've had so mueh to cope withs

Darlings, I'm sorry for being so incoherent ami repetitious. I thought it was better to run
%the risk of telling you things you've heard alresdy them to go on the good old assumption

. that just because you're £ member -f the family you'll have somehow Ewmirtirswmmtrit been
ma'e aware of every detail

Jenny etarted attending Mursery School st Scarborough onm Monday., 3. years does seem a ra=
ther tender sge, but the dearth of playmates in the immediaste neighborbood and her gre=t
eage:ness to learn made this seem like a good idea 'nd we're giving it a try. She didn't
even -ive me a second glance ~hen I lefi her in the teacher's care at school the first day
and when I came back to fetch her at noon I was told she'd been so deeply aceorbed in the
problems of applying bright red paint to a large square of peper that she eouldn't belleve
1t was time to go home already. She's territly proud of "my school".

I want this t6.get off to you right away, so I'd better bring it to an end.

Mach much love and please let me Xnow if, from the vantege point of your greater wisdom, you
have any lueid thoughte on how best to help the Shirleya.



